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Homeowner Cost Burden 

Homeownership in Pittsburgh is largely affordable 
to households earning at or above the citywide 
median income. 
However, homeownership is not as easily affordable for those 

earning the city's lowest incomes. Therefore, households in 
lower income bands are generally less likely to be homeown
ers than those in a higher band. 

Homeowner Cost Burden, 2012 

% of Median Homeowner 

When comparing relative cost burden, though, there are 
far more extremely low-income homeowners who are cost
burdened than moderate-income ones. Extremely low-income 
households have both the highest level and severity of cost 
burden among all homeowners in the city. 

Cost- Severely cost- % Cost-
Household Income Households 

In Affordable 
Units burdened* burdened** burdened*** 

0-30% 5,690 

30-50% 7,915 
50-80% 11,060 

I 80 -100% 6,600 

Totai 65,290 I 
Source - CHAS 2008-2012 

Cost Burdened Homeowner Households, 2012 

30,000 

.; l 'o 25,000 
.i::: 

! 20,000
� 
1 15,000 
s:l 
"' 10,000 

� 5,000 
I 

0 0 .____. , 
• 0 -30% 30 -50% 50 -80% 80 -100%

1,395 
4,020 
7,495 
5,355 

50,645 

■Severely
cost-
burdened-*

■Cost
burdened•

In unit 
affordable to 
household 

Percent of Median Family Income

1,275 3,020 75.48% 

2,155 1,740 49.21% 

2,850 715 32.23% 
1,055 190 18.86% 

8,750 5,895 22.43% 

Cost Burdened Homeowner Households, 2012 
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Renter Cost Burden 

Unlike homeowners, most renter households earn 
less than 80% of HAMFI. 
Even so, extremely low-income households once again have 

the highest rate of severe cost burden. 

Renter Cost Burden, 2012 

These figures represent all renter households in the city, 
including those residing in any type of subsidized housing and 
those receiving rental assistance directly. As such, these levels 
of cost burden may in reality be lower than they appear. Hous
ing Choice Voucher holders, in particular, may be represented 
in the data while, in fact, their voucher keeps them from being 
cost-burdened. 

Cost- Severely cost- % Cost-% of Median 
Household Income 

Renter 
Households 

In Affordable 
Units burdened* burdened** burdened*** 

0-30,c
30-50% 11,765 3,335
50-80% 11,840 7,175
80-100% 6,070 5,125
Total 67.900 37,060 

Source• CHAS 2008-2012 

Cost Burdened Renter Households, 2012 
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Cost
burdened*

In unit 
affordable to
household 

2,515 13,685 69.96%
5,535 2,895 71.65%
4,035 630 39.40%

795 150 15.57%
13,330 17,510 45.42% 

Cost Burdened Renter Households, 2012 
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