Safe Neighborhood Network Meeting
9/109 AM

In Attendance: Emily Anderson, PCRG; Ed Nusser, PCRG; Ed Powers, Brookline Block Watch; Bob
Ostermeyer, MWCDC-Bertha Block Watch; Gloria Ostermeyer, MWCDC-Bertha Block Watch; Tom
Brady, MWCDC; Deborah Miller, East Liberty Concerned Citizens; Julie Peterson, Central Northside
Neighborhood Council; Paco Mahone, Central Northside Neighborhood Council; Darla D’Anna, MWCDC;
Tom Corcoran, California-Kirkbride; Rob Conroy, CeaseFirePA; Barb Kelly, Lawrenceville United; Lauren
Byrne, Lawrenceville United; Jay Gilmer, City of Pittsburgh (PIRC); Liz Style, Mayor’s Office; Nathan
Hart, Oakland Planning and Development Corp.; Commander Cheryl Doubt, Division of Narcotics and
Vice, Pittsburgh Bureau of Police.

Key Contacts Identified in Today’s Meeting:

Narcotics and Vice Division - 412-323-7800

Sgt. Epler, Narcotics and Vice Division - 412-323-7761 (Investigations)
Joy Pekar-Miller, Housing Authority Public Safety Contact - 412-456-5000
Community Safety Website - http://communitysafety.pittsburghpa.gov/

Opening Remarks and Introductions: Aftera brief welcome from Emily, the group wentaround for
individualintroductions while also commenting on major concernsintheirneighborhood that brought
themto the table today.

e Julie Petersonfrom CNNCstressed thatthere were numerous problems with shootings, gun
violence and drug dealing throughout her neighborhood and that other residents werecoming
to CNNCto ask what was beingdone.

e NathanHart from OPDC said that in Oakland the largest problem is the existence of illegal
speakeasies, whilealso noting thatillegal drugs and large student parties can often go handin
hand.

e Darla D’Annamentionedthe operation of what she thoughtto be an illegal car rental business
on herstreetin Mt. Washington.

e Ed Powersbroughtupthe problem of drughousesin Brookline, explaining that one currently
existsnextdoor.

e Tom Corcoran from California-Kirkbride also brought up the issue of drug houses, as well as the
issue of identifying drug dealing both by the police and by residents.

Narcotics and Vice Discussion
Followingthe introductions, Commander Cheryl Doubt began hertalk onthe work of the Narcotics &
Vice Division.

Commander Doubt began by offering an overview of the Division’s different units and operations.

e Impact Units: these are the undercovercarsthat look forstreetdeals



Investigative Unit: typically not longinvestigations, investigate possible drug houses, locations —
IE, complaints of same person around school, etc.

Strategiclnvestigations Unit: this unitistrained on how to use GPS/camerastotrack and
investigate. May assistotherunitson doingwiretaps. Title 3= investigation needs wiretap
Vice Unit— Prostitution, Gambling, Bar Complaints, “Massage Parlors”

Weed and Seed Unit — Larger Scale investigations. Brought bigger, federal arrests. Bringin most
fundsinterms of seizures.

Firearms Tracking — Traces all weapons that come into possession of division and helps to make
determinations of who can/cannot get weapons/permits back

Asset Forfeiture —Audits, keeps track of whatis brought under control.

She then quickly summarized of the work of Narcotics and Vice Division inthe lastyear:

Seized $1 millionin currency

Traced 587 weapons, (460 not reported stolen; 40 reported stolenin PGH; 87 reported stolen
outside city)

Recently N&V has shutdown 7 bars, 2 afterhours clubs, 3 massage parlors. Massage Parlors
usually come back

OtherPointsthat Cmdr. Doubt stressedin herdiscussion were:

Narcotics fuel violence in our neighborhoods; and stated her belief that thisis notjusta police
problem, butrequires efforts from every resident.

What appearsto residents to be noaction is usually not. There are not immediate solutions.
When possible she prefers federal prosecutions on narcotics cases as these put people away
longer, butthese investigations always take longer. Inthe cases of streetarrests, dealers can be
back on streeton bond before paperworkis complete.

If thereis an ongoingissue inyour neighborhood, call the Narcotics and Vice Office oryourZone
Police Station and speak toa supervisorordetective.

Narcotics and Vice Div. looks atall complaints/311reports/etc. Theycannotgetto all of them,
but they do prioritize.

Q&A with Commander Doubt

Julie Peterson asked about the proper contact for residents and what groups should be telling
residentstodo.Cmdr. Doubtsaid inthe case of witnessingadrug deal to call narcotics and zone
detectivesaswell. Theycancontact 911 as well, butin the case of seeingadeal, by the time
911 respondsthereis nothing goingon.

Tom Corcoran brought up the issue of drug houses and asked about the investigation process
forthem

Cmdr. Doubt said that they need to observe long enough to make an arrest to stand up and
usually this means making abuy from a dealer, however some dealers won’t deal to anyone



they don’t know which prolongs the process. Tom mentioned there was aspecifichouse he had
inmind, Cmdr. Doubt told himto contact Sgt. Epler at Narcotics and Vice at 412-323-7761.

Tom Brady asked whatisdone to address the problem of dealersidentifying undercover cars.
Cmdr. Doubt explained that cars are switched outon a regular basis but no matterwhat car
you’rein, dealers willeventually spot them. She also explained that seized cars can’t be used for
undercoverwork asthey are not designed for police work. The division loses cars to wrecks as
well as dealeridentification.

Darla asked how effective cameras can be as MWCDC isthinking of installing cameras. Cmdr.
Doubt said cameras have beeninvaluable in several instances as long as they record and data is
recoverable. The keyisto have the cameras tied into the City network. She said that she isable
to watch certainintersections from her office.

Julie Peterson said that many residents don’t want to call 911; they want to talk to someone.
These issues happen now and need attention now, but she has had some trouble with
responsiveness from herzone

Cmdr. Doubt said the best strategy is to ask to speak to a supervisor until you get satisfaction.
Also advised stating w/smaller group and bring commanderin fordiscussion with them.

Julie Peterson also brought up problems of created by the private constables employed at
Mistick Properties. Constables deal with issues that happen before police getthere, resultis
there are no police reportstofile. Tom Corcoran added that it seems almost like Constables are
tipping off troublemakers/ sweeping others underthe rug

Cmdr. Doubt suggested talking to the Zone about this, as well as saying that neighborhood
groups need to know who belongs who doesn’t so that they can work w/police.

Nathan Hart brought up the problem in Oakland of loud student parties where drugs are
present. Some people are afraid of retribution (IE vandalism)if they call.

Cmdr. Doubt said residents have to do whateverit takes. Loud, reoccurring parties could fall
underdisruptive properties. Butthis need documentation, 911 calls create a paper trail. She
suggested tryingto geta high volume of these calls from other neighbors.

Bob Ostermeyer has witnessed drug deals outside his house and hasturnedinlicense plates,
descriptions of people. He said that deals tend to occur on vacant lots.

Cmdr. Doubt — Dealers are counting on fact that people won’t call. Theylook forspotsthatare
quieter, but now transactions are coming outintothe open, (IEfastfood parkinglots). People
are cominginto the city to buy and takingithome. When streetdeals are busteditcan help
provide info on suppliers/coordinators. Cmdr. Doubt asked Bob if he could pinpointatime to
give detectives besttime to be there toobserve the deal?

Bob Ostermeyer—Noreal time pattern. But this isan ongoingtrouble.

Cmdr. Doubt stressed that detectives do care and do wantto do the right thing. She offered to
take info from Bob after the meeting concluded.

Tom Brady followed up with a success story, saying that he provided carinfo and descriptions,
police came and arrested some people, many of whom had warrants.

Jay Gilmer—can you speak to the police recruiting process?

Cmdr. Doubt — Always recruiting, the entire process tendsto lose people. Really looking for



minorities and females. October 14" is deadline for applying for next round of recruitment.
Police forceisa rewardingjob.

e Darla asked about coordination with borough policeforces?

Cmdr. Doubt — Work closely with them but highlighted the need to point out suburban problems
aren’tthe city’s fault. Her division has beeninvolved in several investigations that have taken
them outside city. Typically work very well with suburban police forces.

e GloriaOstermeyerbrought up the problems of short police staff as Southside Flats are taking
resources away from Mt. Washington/Duquesne Heights. Dealers know Thursday - Saturday,
cops are busy on Carson St.

Cmdr. Doubt said that frustration overlack of police staff is universal. She also pointed out that
when staffing decisions are made, they do | ook at stats on number of calls, call response time,
etc. so if there are more calls there could be an increase in staff for that area.

Emily stressed to the group that there is no substitute for direct contact with officers. Residents can call
311/911 to create papertrails, but there is nothing betterthan beingin direct contact with zones or
divisions. Darlaadded thatresidents have to keep plugging away. Eventually acall will make a
difference.

e Liz pointedoutthatthe Pittsburgh PDis well respected inlaw enforcement and often gets
tappedto train others. They also have good partnerships w/several federal agencies.
Ed Powers seconded thisthoughtas he has attended and recommends the Civilian Police
Academy.

e Therewasthena quick mention of the Civilian Leadership Academy, anyoneinterested should
contact Jennifer Beidle-Ford at 412-665-3600,

What’s going on in your neighborhood? Roundtable discussion.

Darla commented thata prevailingtheme in the meeting today was existence of gun violence; she
would like to hear more about gun violence in future sessions.

Jay Gilmerinformed the group that Chief Harper hasa new intern working on tracking gun violence.
Darla pointed out that 34 communities have more powerthan 1 community and that PCRG can take
issuestoa largerscale.

Lauren Byrne highlighted the work of block watches in Lawrenceville. LU has created a priority list of
trouble properties and has gone overthe listw/ police. Oversummer, there has been significantaction
on thislist. Lauren also said there has been an issue with gettinginfo from PD to Housing Authority. Any
effortto bringthese two parties together will benefit the neighborhood.

Julie again pointed outthe problem of gunviolence inthe Northside and suggested that the
concentration of Section 8 housing along with non-approved tenants living w/voucher holders creates
issues. Lauren suggested organizing aneighborhood walk through. Councilman Lavelllewentona
walkthroughinthe Northside recently and was harassed by dealers, told to get out. Lauren said that Joy



Pekar-Miller at Housing Authority has been aninvaluable resource for publicsafety enforcementin
Section 8 housing.

Bob Ostermeyer asked if there is any way to know how guns are gettinginto Pittsburgh
Cmdr. Doubt said that straw purchases are a bigissue forguns. But it is not illegal to purchase automatic
weapons.

Darla suggested that the next meetingfocus on gunviolence in Pittsburgh; Emily agreed to bringina
speaker

Jay Gilmer briefed the group onthe work that PIRC is currently doing.

e Workingon message to mothers. 15 year old kids shouldn’t be supporting mothers. Parents
needto know what’s goingon intheirown house. Tryingto getthis message outto public.
PIRCis goingaround to schools/churches/etcto get this message out.

e Relayedstory of Northside shooting, kids won’t talk to police, but are willing to plan retaliation
shooting. Parents are shocked at this but kids are gettingthis attitude from somewhere.

e Law enforcementcan’tstop attitudes. PIRCand others, citizens, neighbors have towork on this.
Retaliationisleading cause of homicidein City. People have checked out of the real system, are
operatingina side system, no police, streetjustice. People aren’tborn with this attitude, they
learnitsomewhere.

Afterdiscussion of PIRC, Emily wrapped up the meeting and noted that Community Safety Websitelists
when each zone’s publicsafety council meets and suggested that all attend theirzone’s meetings.

The next meeting for Safe Neighborhood Network will be Saturday, Nov. 12and will focus on Gun
Violence.



