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<<Representative/Senator>> <<Name>>,

Maintaining our roads, bridges, and transit in a state of good repair not only saves money – it attracts new investment to Pennsylvania.  We have seen this through PennDOT’s Smart Transportation Initiative, aggressive bridge rehabilitation programs, and in cities where mass transit brings more people to work than cars alone ever could.   This investment has paid huge dividends by attracting new employers and by helping to keep the cost of living affordable for millions of Pennsylvania taxpayers. However, the current funding crisis threatens to cost us billions more than would solving the problem now and reverses what gains we have made over the past decade.

Outlined below are just a few critical issues looming: 

1) Many of the desperately needed community safety or rehabilitation projects are less and less attainable the longer this shortfall exists.  A continued delay pushes vital system improvements even further into the future – perhaps never to occur.

2) With close to 54% of downtown Pittsburgh’s 100,000-plus commuters arriving via transit, from places as far away as Greensburg or Beaver Falls, large employers like BNY Mellon, PNC Bank, UPMC, and PPG face financial hardships  as it becomes harder for their employees to get to work. The outlook is even grimmer for small businesses, particularly real estate owners as buildings become devalued from lack of access.

3) Trucking firms could lose millions as bridges are weight-listed, adding shipping costs and delays and that could make manufacturers uncompetitive.  Some clients could become stranded and new industry growth – whether in manufacturing or Marcellus Shale – could become stunted from limited access.  The PA Motor Trucking Association is so concerned about this that it has openly advocated for an increase in the gas tax.

4) With no action, on January 9, at least 15,000 more cars could be pouring onto our roads, adding stress and cost to a system already overburdened with its own unmet needs.  Taxpayers will pay hundreds of millions more in increased gas and parking, new construction and maintenance, and lost time due to congestion.  These costs are real and they impact drivers and transit users alike.  

The June 18 House Transportation Subcommittee hearing made it clear: our communities, economy, and taxpayers cannot afford this shortfall, and legislators must act now to fill the funding gap.  Republicans, Democrats, labor, employers, Chambers of Commerce, and elected officials all recognized that transportation is a system vital to our vitality and viability and supported new revenue sources for all modes of transportation.  Without a robust and diversified system, Pennsylvanians cannot put food on the table, keep a roof over their head, or get to work or school.  Doing nothing is worse than raising taxes – it will cost us all far more than what is being proposed now. To our Legislators, from all corners of the Commonwealth: business as usual is unacceptable. Transportation funding must be restored for southwestern Pennsylvania to remain economically viable, and we urge you to return to Harrisburg to address this issue.  Thank you.

